      
“LIKE MOTHS TO THE FLAME: THE OTTOMAN FIRE BRIGADES”

AT REZAN HAS MUSEUM

 “Like Moths to the Flame: The Ottoman Fire Brigades” reveals how those hell-raisers of the late Ottoman Empire, who were both military-civilian firefighters and neighborhood symbols of courage, honor, and decency, evolved into today’s modern fire departments.

Although use of the water pump to fight fires began in the 16th and 17th centuries in Europe, mainly Hungary and France, it was first used in the Ottoman Empire at the beginning of the 18th century by Gerçek Davud (originally “David”), an engineer of French origin living in Istanbul.

The fire brigades embodied a unique culture and lifestyle. The firemen had a language of their own, with particular slang and swear words. The warning cries opening with “Haaaaayt”, the races between companies as they hurried to and returned from fires, with the men declaiming poems along the way, constituted great street theater as well as municipal service.

This exhibition opens a window on the historical culture of the neighborhood fire brigades, which came to an end in 1924. The social characteristics, the nature of everyday life, and the governmental attitudes during this 200-year period are highlighted in this collection of materials from the Cibali Tobacco and Cigarette Factory Fire Brigade and the Fire Brigade Museum.

The exhibition also includes one of the first automotive fire-extinguishing vehicles - a Fiat 503F Autopompa Torpedo -  manufactured in 1927. It is the only surviving example in Turkey of an early fire engine.

“Like Moths to the Flame: The Ottoman Fire Brigades” exhibition is open to visitors from 24  February, until June 2011.
