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THE SPACE OF LABOR: CİBALİ TOBACCO FACTORY

The introduction to the tale of Cibali Tobacco Factory, one of the cornerstones Turkey’s industrial history, is narrated within the halls of Rezan Has Museum located on the premises of the Kadir Has University, the factory building’s new resident and the protector of its legacy. Welcoming visitors on the upper hall reserved for the thematic exhibitions of the Museum, the exhibition titled, “Cibali Tobacco Factory: The Space of Labor” opens up a window into the nearly a century-long history of the factory’s life. The exhibition will remain open until December 30, 2017. 

The initiatives we have painstakingly taken since 2005 to return to their rightful place the machinery, objects, documents, and photographs used at the Cibali Tobacco and Cigarette Factory bore fruit in 2008 and, the said works were temporarily transferred to Rezan Has Museum after being inventoried at the Museum for the History of Science and Technology in Islam. As the protector of its legacy, Rezan Has Museum is determined to rekindle the spirit of the Cibali Tobacco and Cigarette Factory with its more than a century-long history and transmit this cultural heritage to future generations. As part of this objective, the tobacco and cigarette machines that have survived to date, as well as all other available documents, information, and works had a two-year process of conservation/restoration project initiated in 2009. As the second step of an exhaustive project that the Rezan Has Museum undertook for the introduction and display of the 2600-piece collection of CTF, this new exhibition offers a fresh glimpse into the collection. 

Providing viewers with the opportunity to witness the final years of the Ottoman Empire and the industrial, economic, political, and socio-cultural history of the Turkish Republic, the collection also reveals the place Cibali Tobacco Factory holds in the labor history of Turkey with a particular focus on female participation and contribution in the workforce. 

Recounting the highly successful tale of the physical and conceptual metamorphosis of this exceptionally significant and dynamic space that transformed the country with its workers and units in the nearly 100 year-long course of its history, this work also recalls and reminds us exactly which memories the urban transformation process we are currently experiencing radically alters and erases from collective memory. 


Rezan Has Museum, Kadir Has University, Cibali
Visiting Hours: Everyday 9:00-18:00 (Except for January 1st and the first days of religious and national holidays)
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.rhm.org.tr/en/
www.facebook.com/RezanHasMuseum
For further information: Eda Ertürk/ C-Line İletişim Danışmanlık Ph: 0212 243 11 53 – 0531 874 3544 e-mail: eda.erturk@c-line.com.tr 
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